Travellers in India

ornament.* But most extraordinary of all is the
account which Conti gives of a certain method
of self-execution which was practised in the
great Hindu capital. It well deserves quotation.
Many present themselves "having on their neck
a broad circular piece of iron, the fore part of
which is round, and the hinder part exceedingly
sharp. A chain attached to the fore part hangs
suspended on the breast, into which the victims,
sitting down with their legs drawn up and their
neck bent, insert their feet. Then on the
speaker pronouncing certain words, they sud-
denly stretch out their legs, and at the same
time drawing up their neck, cut off their own
head, yielding up their lives as a sacrifice to
their idols."

In addition to what has been already given,
Conti's book contains a considerable amount of
other useful information. He gives a fair
account of the three yearly festivals of Vijayan-
agar, which will claim attention in connection
with other travellers. He describes various
funeral and mourning ceremonies, and mentions
the significant fact that pestilence was unknown
in India. Finally he gives an account of the
peculiar, almost Platonic,f system of polyandry
prevailing on the Malabar coast, and especially at
Calicut, the discussion of which is postponed
till it can be dealt with in connection with tra-

* The well-known " hook-swinging.**
t Compare Plato, Republic^ Book v.
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